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DISTRICT CONTEXT 
McKinney Independent School District (MISD) continues to be a premier public school system in 
Texas and the city itself has received national attention as a residential destination. McKinney 
recently was ranked the second safest city among all U.S. cities according to a study by GoodHire 
and ranked third nationally for best places to buy a house by WalletHub.  Continuing, MISD was 
once again recognized by the Dallas Business Journal as one of the ‘Best Places to Work.’  This 
fall, MISD welcomed nearly 23,400 students from early childhood through grade 12, serving them 
throughout its 32 campuses (an early childhood center, 20 elementary schools, 5 middle schools, 
3 high schools, and 3 alternative school sites).  With respect to operations, the district successfully 
completed several capital improvement projects this past summer with some of the most 
comprehensive upgrades occurring at Burks Elementary School, Webb Elementary School, and 
Scott Johnson Middle School, as part of the 2021 Bond Program.  Funds will also provide 
additional resources for classroom technology and school security, as well as additional student 
opportunities in academics, fine arts, and athletics.  The District is quite diverse, with a student 
population consisting of 45 
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Texas Education Code Section 25.0811 states that a school district may not begin instruction 
before the fourth Monday in August and Texas Education Code Section 25.0812 states that a 
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period for instructional preparation, including parent-teacher conferences, evaluating students’ 
work, and planning.  A planning period may not be less than 45 minutes within the instructional 
day.  During a planning and preparation period, a classroom teacher may not be required to 
participate in any other activity.  Based upon Commissioner of Education interpretation, all 
conference period assignments must take place when the students are in instructional 
attendance. 
 
Due to the uniqueness in scheduling at our early childhood school, planning and preparation time 
while students are in attendance presents multiple challenges.  For example, the school day for 
pre-kindergarten is shorter in general, with students attending either a morning or afternoon 
half-day session which spans three hours in length or attending a full-day session.  As the morning 
session ends, the afternoon session begins shortly thereafter and staff are needed to assist in 
these transitions.  Consequently, adult supervision is necessary continuously until all students 
are dismissed.  Local control of the planning and preparation time ensures our youngest students 
receive the maximum amount of learning time the District can design during the instructional 
day.  It also provides flexibility to structure necessary staff time for instructional preparation 




